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Rich L. Gonzales, became a member of the Denver Fire
Department in 1972, and was Denver’s Fire Chief from September
1987 to April 2001. He is a native of Denver, and is the youngest
of 14 children. He has four children and three stepchildren. His
wife, Mary Kanan, is Assistant Director at the Division of Adult
Parole and Community Corrections for the Colorado Department of
Corrections.

Rich received his A.A. in Fire Science from Red Rocks Community College, B.S. degree
in Business Administration from Regis University (summa cum laude), and a masters
degree in Public Administration from the University of Colorado at Denver. Rich has
received certificates from the Senior Executive in State and Local Government and
Senior Executive Negotiation programs from Harvard University, and has attended the
Rocky Mountain Leadership Program.
Rich has been an instructor at Red Rocks Community College and the University of
Colorado at Denver. He has provided keynote speeches, workshop presentations, and
motivational lectures in conjunction with organizational theory and organizational
change throughout the United States and Canada.
Rich worked at Mile High United Way May 2001 – January 2007 as the Vice President of
Campaign, led the New Markets and Initiatives program and was Vice President of
Community Relations. Rich’s responsibilities included meeting with neighborhood associ-
ations, chambers of commerce, city councils, educating communities about the programs
and services that Mile High United Way provides.
Governor Ritter appointed Rich as Executive Director of the Department of Personnel &
Administration in 2006 and was confirmed by the State Senate January 2007.  In this
position Rich serves as the State’s business center director and Personnel Director, set-
ting statewide policies and rules for the State Classified Personnel System.  Under Rich’s
leadership the department focuses of providing the departments and agencies we serve
with the highest quality service possible, constantly working to fulfill our motto “Good
Government Starts Here.”


